
Fauvism



Starter Task: Colour 
the colour wheel 
sheet in front of you 
by copying this 
example

Yellow

Red Blue

Orange Green

Purple



What was happening in early 1900’s France?



Maurice de Vlaminck

Raoul Dufy

Andre Derain

Henri Matisse 

Key dates: 1905 – 1908 
although the style still 
continued through into 
the 1920’s

‘Les Fauves’ means ‘The 
Wild Beasts’ Why do you 
think they were given this 
name?

Intensely vivid, non-naturalistic 
and exuberant colours, What 
does this mean? Why would 
they use colour like this?

Wild brush strokes and 
simplified forms, What 
do these terms refer to? 



Maurice de Vlaminck

Looking at these images, how has the 
paint been applied? Is it smooth and 
blended together or is it textured?

Why has it been painted in this way?

What other features can you 
see in these images?

What are the main colours 
that stand out?

One of the main painters of the Fauvist movement



How to paint like a Fauvist

What do you notice about 
the colours in these images?

Where can you see the colours 
on the colour wheel?

Complimentary colours 



Task this lesson: Wrong handed drawing of still life 
objects with blue pencil outline
Use complimentary colours to make your work really 
bright and vivid, the colour wheel is there to help you
Think about ‘brush strokes’ or pencil marks, place 
colours next to each other to create texture

Brush Strokes      
Wild Beasts   
Texture                 
Unrealistic
Gestural               
Layering Colour
Bright Colours     
Foreground 
Background         
Outline
Simplified            
Complimentary 
Colours

Maurice de Vlaminck



To start off with today we will 
spend 15 minutes finishing the 
still life from last lesson



How to paint like Andre Derain

Today we will be using water colours to 
make a Fauvist painting in your book
Our keywords for this lesson are bright, 
brush strokes and unrealistic



Foreground
Andre Derain
Unrealistic
Vibrant colours
Industrialisation
Simplified
Mark making

Create an acronym from the word ‘Fauvism’ add 
colour in a Fauvist style to the image of Derain’s work



Raoul Dufy

Today’s task: Choose one of the 
images on the board and make a 
copy of it in your book. Choose 
THREE colours to draw with. Use 
a black pen to add detail to your 
drawing.



Over the next two lessons we will 
be creating our own version of this 
art work by Henri Matisse 

On your whiteboards answer these questions:

What is this a painting of? How is it different to 
other Fauvist paintings we’ve looked at?

What is special about the colours in the 
painting? And where would you find these 
colours on the colour wheel?

What does ‘Les Fauves’ mean? And what 
makes this painting Fauvist?



This is also art work by 
Henri Matisse

What can you see in 
these art works?

How do you think they 
are made?

Can you see anything 
Fauvist in these art 
works?



1905

Henri Matisse started making ‘cut outs’ in the 
1950’s near the end of his life, when he was 
less able to make paintings or do print making. 
He could however, hold a pair of scissors and 
cut out huge shapes from coloured paper

Although these two styles are 
50 years apart, you can still 
see the Fauvist colours and 
‘wild beast’ style in these art 
works

1950’s



This lesson we will be making our own ‘cut outs’ 
inspired by Henri Matisse

You will need:
A Pencil
Tracing Paper
Coloured Paper
Scissors
Glue Stick

1. Fold your A3 paper in half and then open it up like a book (you will be working on 
the right hand side) 
2. Draw a quick sketch of the design you want to collage, use tracing paper to make a 
copy of your design
3. Collect three or four (no more!) pieces of coloured paper and cut out the shapes 
you need to make the collage
4. Lay out your shapes before you stick them down, this will show you which pieces 
might over lap
5. Stick down the shapes where you need them
6. Add details or an outline with a felt tip pen



On your post-it note 
write down three 
things you’ve learnt 
this lesson

If you’re stuck, use these 
questions to help you

What two words describe the 
activity we’ve done today?

What’s special about the 
colours used in Fauvism?

Who is this artist?



Tasks this lesson: 
1. Draw out the doors 4.5cm in 
from the edge of your paper, use 
complimentary colours and 
gestural mark making to decorate 
2. Finish the background image 
that you will see through the 
windows, remember to use 
simplified shapes

Bonus task: If you have time this lesson ask about 
how to cut the doors out!



Henri Matisse

Maurice de Vlaminck
Raoul Dufy

Andre Derain

Create a double page in your sketch book (or A3 paper) about 
Fauvism

Include everything we’ve learnt this term about complimentary 
colours and the colour wheel. Textures and techniques the 
Fauvists used. What does ‘Les Fauves’ mean? Why were they 
called this? Who were the main four artists? What were the key
dates?



Maurice de Vlaminck

Raoul Dufy Andre Derain

Henri Matisse

This lesson you are working together 
to produce a Fauvist piece of work

Choose an image from one of the four 
Fauvist’s we have looked at. Create a spider 
diagram in your groups about everything 
you can see in the picture, think about key 
words we’ve talked about from previous 
lessons

Brush Strokes      
Wild Beasts   
Texture                 
Unrealistic
Gestural               
Layering Colour
Bright Colours     
Foreground 
Background         
Outline
Simplified            
Complimentary 
Colours



Maurice de Vlaminck

Raoul Dufy

Andre Derain
Henri Matisse

This lesson you are working together 
to produce a Fauvist piece of work

Work together to draw out your image, you 
might want to take a corner each. Then 
collect the materials you have decided in 
your group. You can use a range of 
materials all on the same piece!

Brush Strokes      
Wild Beasts   
Texture                 
Unrealistic
Gestural               
Layering Colour
Bright Colours     
Foreground 
Background         
Outline
Simplified            
Complimentary 
Colours

Don’t forget 
the colour 
wheel!


