
Local Landscapes



Julia Manning

Local Somerset artist who uses 
paint and print making to 
capture movements of nature 
and the seasons in landscapes

Make a detailed copy of 
her work, carefully think 
about the colours you are 
using and blend them 
together



Buildings as a focal point

What is a focal point? 
Why would you need 
one if you were 
creating a landscape 
as a piece of work?



Nature as a focal point

How did Julia Manning use 
birds in her work? How could 
you design a landscape 
around these birds? What 
would your starting point be?



What are the ingredients for a good landscape?

Foreground

Mid-ground

Background

Focal Point

Foreground

Mid-ground

Background

Focal Point



Task this lesson: Design a landscape with a foreground, mid-
ground and background
What is your landscape of? It could be the beach and the sea, 
it could be a city or it could be a field with trees

What orientation is your page? Is it landscape or portrait?

In tomorrow’s lesson we will add a focal point, think about 
where this might go in your landscape – you might want to 
lightly map it out 

Use these images to help you



Homework two tasks: 
Task one: take a photo of your own landscape, 
remember the key ingredients for a landscape, 
foreground, mid-ground, background and focal point
You might want a close up of an animal or object, or 
you could choose a distant scene, print it out for next 
lesson

Task two: create a research page about Julia Manning, 
find pictures of her landscape work and at least three 
facts about her

Due in next 
lesson: you 
will need 
the photo 
in the 
lesson!



Task this lesson: Cut out focal point

On a separate piece of paper, draw out your 
focal point, this might be a bird or a building, 
make it as detailed as you can so that it really 
stands out against your background

Once you have drawn your object, carefully 
cut it out and stick it in place on your 
landscape background from yesterday



Landscape silhouettes 

Alison Newth is a Canadian artists who 
uses acrylic paint to capture her own 
local landscapes

Thinking back to Julia 
Manning’s work, 
compare the two 
artists. What 
differences can you 
see in these pieces? 
And can you see any 
similarities?



Using your photo of a landscape, trace
the outline of the focal points

Paper clip the tracing into your sketch 
book to keep it safe for when you need it

Today’s Task:

Then paint a watercolour of the 
background for your landscape
Think about the colours used in 
Alison Newth’s work, oranges, 
reds, purples, blues, these 
colours will make the next step 
more dramatic



Creating a silhouette of a focal point 

When your water colour painting is completely dry, 
trace the focal point outline onto your background

Using either a black fine line or black colouring pencil, 
fill in your silhouette to create a dramatic effect



Linda Apple

Harry Brioche

Clouds in 
Landscapes



Task this lesson: 
1. Create a water colour wash in your book, look at the 
colours in these images, where are the light and dark 
colours? 
How much of the image is taken up by the sky?

2. Using a sponge and acrylic paint add the clouds into 
the sky, think about where the shadow is on the cloud

Linda Apple

Harry Brioche


